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OFNTSC and AWWAO to host the 2010 First Nations Water Symposium – March 9-10, 2010

Niagara Falls, ON – The 2010 First Nations Water Symposium will open March 9, 2010 at the Hilton Hotel in Niagara Falls, ON. The Symposium will be a two day event. The Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation (OFNTSC) with the Aboriginal Water and Wastewater Association of Ontario (AWWAO) in partnership with Health Canada and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada have come together to produce the 2010 First Nations Water Symposium; a drinking water quality education and awareness event.   
Chief and Council, First Nation Administrators, Public Works Directors, Technical Directors, Directors of Health , Community Health Representatives and Water Plant Operators will come together during this two day Symposium to discuss various water quality issues in First Nations including, boil water advisories, resource/capacity development, protocol for water/wastewater systems and techniques for delivering safe drinking water. 
The two day Symposium will feature speakers from Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, Health Canada, Ministry of Long Term Health and Care, Chiefs of Ontario, Assembly of First Nations, and many more! 
Highlights 2010 First Nations Water Symposium:

DAY 1

-Symposium address by Regional Chief, Angus Toulouse – Chiefs of Ontario 

-Regional Forum: Capacity Gap and Initiatives on First Nations Water and Wastewater w/moderator Darren Thomas 
-Keynote Speaker: Lori Doran, Director First Nations & Inuit Health, Ontario Region, Health Canada 

-National Forum: Resource Gap and Initiatives on First Nations Water and Wastewater; Moderated by Deputy Grand Council Chief Glen Hare, Anishinabek Nation
-Banquet: Keynote Speakers Josephine Mandamin and Maude Barlow, Motivation Speaker Gord Paynter and the Screening of Documentary “Waterlife” with an introduction by Director Kevin McMahon

DAY 2

-Water Quality in First Nations 

-National Assessment of First Nations Water and Wastewater Systems; Update

-Keynote Speaker: Gail Mitchell Director General, Community Infrastructure Branch, Indian and Northern Affairs Canada

-Techniques for Delivering Safe Drinking Water 
The 2010 First Nations Water Symposium opening and morning of March 9th, 2010 will be webcast by Resolve Collaboration Services.  Those interested in viewing the webcast can do so at: www.meetview.com/fnws20100309 
For a complete schedule of events, please visit: http://www.ofntsc.org/water-symposium to learn more about the 2010 First Nations Water Symposium.

The Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation was created in 1995 to provide technical advice to 134 First Nations, 16 Tribal Councils, six large First Nations, 11 southern unaffiliated First Nations and seven northern unaffiliated First Nations. Areas of service include operations and maintenance, housing, water and wastewater treatment, infrastructure, training, environment, fire and safety and communications. For more information on the OFNTSC, please visit www.ofntsc.org
