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CONTACT: Colin French                                                   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Phone: 416 651 1443 ext.256

Cell: 416 709 8738

Email: CFrench@ofntsc.org
CLOSING THE LIVING STANDARD GAP FOR FIRST NATIONS IN ONTARIO
Canada’s largest First Nation Technical Conference and Trade Show: New Directions, Fostering Ideas, Partnerships and Opportunities

It is widely known that the First Nations of Canada lag behind Canadians in terms of living standards. The Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation (OFNTSC) looks to close the living standards gap, by producing Canada’s Largest First Nation Technical Conference and Tradeshow in Niagara Falls, Ont. on Oct.7-9/2008 at Sheraton Fallsview Hotel and Conference Centre. 

The OFNTSC’s Executive Director, Bob Howsam, has said “Our goal at OFNTSC is to work with our partners to equip First Nations communities with the capacity and infrastructure to succeed.”  
The Opening Ceremonies of the OFNTSC 13th Annual Technical Conference and Tradeshow will be attended by Ontario Regional Chief, Angus Toulouse, Six Nations Elected Chief, William Montour, OFNTSC’s President, Mathew Hoppe, OFNTSC’s Executive Director, Bob Howsam, Director of Aboriginal Housing for Canada Housing and Mortgage Corporation Dan Gaspe, and President of the Aboriginal Water and Wastewater Association of Ontario, Kelvin Jamieson. The host community for the Conference and Tradeshow is the Six Nations of the Grand River.
Assembly of First Nations National Chief Phil Fontaine will be the Closing Keynote Speaker on Thursday Oct. 9/2008. 
The Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation was created in 1995 to provide technical advisory services to 134 First Nations, 15 Tribal Councils, 22 unaffiliated First Nations and Six large First Nations across Ontario. Areas of service include operation and maintenance, housing, water and wastewater, infrastructure, circuit rider training program, environment, fire and safety and communications.
-30-

For more information about this topic, or to schedule an interview, please call Colin French at 416 709 8738 or email Colin at CFrench@ofntsc.org

