Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation to provide training to Ontario First Nations in HRV installation

Toronto, Ontario – September 23, 2010 – The Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation (OFNTSC)  has secured training funds to provide Ontario First Nations with training on installing Heat Recovery Ventilation (HRV) units in First Nations homes. The training dollars will be used to coordinate and implement HRV installation training to all First Nation communities in Ontario. 
“The need for First Nations trained people in the installation, operation and maintenance of HRV’s is essential to the well being of not only First Nations citizens but also the life of the homes being built in First Nations” said Bob Howsam, Executive Director, OFNTSC. “As the OFNTSC moves forward with creating technical capacity for First Nations and Tribal Councils in Ontario, this HRV training also allows for the sustainable employment of First Nations people in the green industry sectors of construction and engineering, installation and inspections, and home audits and retrofits. Ultimately the HRV installation training will address the lack of HRV installers and maintenance people employed by First Nations”.
Properly installed HRV’s can save money and reduce heating requirements by reusing the heat that would normally be lost through poor construction. The Ontario Building Code under the Green Energy Act, will mandate in 2011 that all homes constructed meet an EnerGuide rating of 80. Correctly installed HRV’s can reduce moisture damage to a home’s structure. Currently 100% of new home construction in First Nations across Ontario involves the installation of HRV’s. In existing homes approximately 80% of First Nation communities have HRV’s.  On-going maintenance, including balancing, is often neglected. 

Several training sessions will take place throughout Ontario with participants travelling from various communities to participate. Each session will take place over 4 days and will include in-class and on-site training in a community. Training for the HRV’s will be complete by March 31, 2011.  A full schedule of training dates and locations will be announced through www.ofntsc.org at a later date.

The Ontario First Nations Technical Services Corporation was created in 1995 to provide technical advice to 134 First Nations, 16 Tribal Councils, six large First Nations, 11 southern unaffiliated First Nations and seven northern unaffiliated First Nations. Areas of service include operations and maintenance, housing, water and wastewater treatment, infrastructure, training, environment, and fire and safety. For more information on the OFNTSC, please visit www.ofntsc.org
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